Declaration of emancipation, 1848

Reference
St. Croix Avis, Mandagen den 3die Juli 1848, forsiden, Det Kongelige Bibliotek Monday, July 3, 1848,
frontpage, The Danish Royal Library

Commentary field

On July 3, 1848, slavery was abolished in the Danish West Indies. Abolition was the result of a successful
slave revolt in St. Croix where thousands of slaves gathered in the town of Frederiksted to demand their
freedom. Evidence from the following court martial points to the leadership of among others Martin King
and Gotlieb Bordeaux, also known as General Buddoe. Abolition had seemingly been set on a peaceful track
in the Danish West Indies. Since the 1830s, Governor General Peter von Scholten had carried through a
series of ameliorative measures and in 1847, a royal edict declared that all slaves were to be freed by 1859,
except newborns who were to be free immediately. But the enslaved on St. Croix were not satisfied with
gradual emancipation and staged a rebellion to gain their freedom. As a response, and presumably to avoid
bloodshed, von Scholten declared to the assembled slaves that they were emancipated. In contrast to other
late Caribbean rebellions that were very violent, Danish West Indian slaves gained their freedom with
relative peace. This was presumably due to a number of conditions, such as the British emancipation of
1838, the French degree of emancipation from April 1848, the Danish edict of 1859, and the personal
engagement of Governor von Scholten and General Buddoe who both appear to have strived for a peaceful
solution. The declaration of emancipation was subsequently sanctioned by royal decree in December 1848.

Translation
The Representative of His royal Highness [...] | Peter Carl Frederik v. Scholten [...] [original translation]
Maketh known:

1.
All Unfree in the danish westindia Islands are from to-day emancipated.

2.
The Estate Negroes retain for three months from date the use of the houses and provision grounds, of which
they have hitherto been possessed.

3.
Labour is in future to be paid for by agreement, but allowance is to cease.

4,
The maintainance of old and infirm, who are not able to work, is until farther determination to be furnished
by the late owners.

Given under the General Guvernment’s Seal and my Hand.
General Government of the danish westindia Islands, St. Croix the 3d July 1848

(L.S) P. v. Scholten.
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HANS KONGELIGE MAJESTAETS
til Jammark, de Venders og Gothers,
Hertug ul Slesvig, Holsteen, Xtormarn,
Diunarsken Lauenbors og Oldenborg

BESTAL VER
Excellence, Generalninjor, Kannnor-
herre, Storkors al’ anehroge og
Danunebrogsmand, Storkors of Isabella
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Gior eilie:l:gt:

I.
~ Alle Ulrie paa de danske vestindmke
Ocr vore fra Dags Dato trigivoe.
b4

Negerne paa Plantagerne beholde
i % Maaneder fra Dato Brugen of de
Huse og Provisionsgrunde, hvoraf de
nu ere 1 Desiddelse.

3.

Arbeide betales for Fremrtiden elter
Overeenskomst, hvorimod Allowance
ophorer. .

Underholdningen af Gamle og Svage,
som ere ude of Stand ul at arbeide, at-
holdes indtit nwermere Bestemmelse af
deres forrige Viese.

Givet undsr General Gouvernemen-
tets Segl og min Hoand.

General Gouvernementet over de
danske vestmdiske Ovr, St. Croix den
Fdic Juli 1848

(1.%) P.v. SCHOLTEN.
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(TRANSLATION)

Malketh known:

i.
Alt Upfree in the danish westundia
Islands sire irom to-day emaneipated.

2‘

The Extate Negroes retain for three
months from date the vee of the houses
and provisiongrounds, of which they
have hitherto been possessed.

3.

Labour is in future to be paid for

by agreement, but allowance is to cease.
: 4

The maintainance of old and infirm,
who are not able to work, is until
farther determination to be furnished
by the late owners,

Given under the General Govern-
ment’s Seal and my Hand.

General Government of the danish
westindia Islands, St Croix the 3d
July 18,

(L. &)

P.r.SCHOLTEN.

Nolice.

The Rurg!wr Council

WiILL PHOVIDE A KUPPLY OF

CORNMEAL

for muclt Extates, the Proprietors
of which are nunble 10 obiain the
same, in eonseguence hereof |
ant direeted 1o regquest the respec-
tive Planters to forward to this
oflice the neecssary requisitions
within the 5h of vest Month,
Burgher Coancils Secretary’s
anil Bookkeper's Office, St. Croix

206k June 1518
"M KEUTSCH.

THE DEBTORN OF

Messrs. P. E. BENZON (Apothe-
eary.)

And F. C. BECKETT
are hereby remiinded to pay unto
Lawyer Banx:mene, the amount of
their respective Lccounts, within the
8thy July next, as the necosary steps
for enforcing the same, will be tuken
aiter that time.

Bassend 26th June 1848.




