
 

 

Declaration of emancipation, 1848 

Reference 

St. Croix Avis, Mandagen den 3die Juli 1848, forsiden, Det Kongelige Bibliotek Monday, July 3, 1848, 

frontpage, The Danish Royal Library 

 

Commentary field 

On July 3, 1848, slavery was abolished in the Danish West Indies. Abolition was the result of a successful 

slave revolt in St. Croix where thousands of slaves gathered in the town of Frederiksted to demand their 

freedom. Evidence from the following court martial points to the leadership of among others Martin King 

and Gotlieb Bordeaux, also known as General Buddoe. Abolition had seemingly been set on a peaceful track 

in the Danish West Indies. Since the 1830s, Governor General Peter von Scholten had carried through a 

series of ameliorative measures and in 1847, a royal edict declared that all slaves were to be freed by 1859, 

except newborns who were to be free immediately. But the enslaved on St. Croix were not satisfied with 

gradual emancipation and staged a rebellion to gain their freedom. As a response, and presumably to avoid 

bloodshed, von Scholten declared to the assembled slaves that they were emancipated. In contrast to other 

late Caribbean rebellions that were very violent, Danish West Indian slaves gained their freedom with 

relative peace. This was presumably due to a number of conditions, such as the British emancipation of 

1838, the French degree of emancipation from April 1848, the Danish edict of 1859, and the personal 

engagement of Governor von Scholten and General Buddoe who both appear to have strived for a peaceful 

solution. The declaration of emancipation was subsequently sanctioned by royal decree in December 1848. 

 

Translation 

The Representative of His royal Highness [...] I Peter Carl Frederik v. Scholten [...] [original translation] 

Maketh known: 

 

1. 

All Unfree in the danish westindia Islands are from to-day emancipated. 

 

2. 

The Estate Negroes retain for three months from date the use of the houses and provision grounds, of which 

they have hitherto been possessed. 

 

3.  

Labour is in future to be paid for by agreement, but allowance is to cease. 

 

4.  

The maintainance of old and infirm, who are not able to work, is until farther determination to be furnished 

by the late owners. 

 

Given under the General Guvernment’s Seal and my Hand. 

General Government of the danish westindia Islands, St. Croix the 3d July 1848 

 

(L.S.) P. v. Scholten. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  



 

 
 


