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“Harmonizing the global and the personal: a strategy for teaching transatlantic 
slavery” 



 
There has been an explosion of information in the last few decades about the history of 
transatlantic slavery, much of it made available through free to access online databases such 
as www.slavevoyages.org and related publications such as the recently published Atlas of 
the Transatlantic Slave Trade (Yale University Press 2010). These efforts to chart the 
global dimensions and patterns of transatlantic slavery have been matched by a revived 
interest in the lives and stories of  
specific individuals who were enslaved and in some cases were able to recover their 
freedom and produce written testaments of their lives. This paper will explore how these two 
trends in slave historiography may be brought together in our efforts to teach the history of 
slavery and emancipation in schools and colleges. In doing so, it will draw particular attention 
to the life of Venture Smith, whose  
narrative is freely available online and is becoming an important tool in the United States in 
the pedagogy of slavery.  
 
 


